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be produced in the United States. Some ventured the opinion
that the department officials did not know anything of the diffi-
culties to be met in making what was required under the high
standards specified. In plainer English, some thought these
department officials "didn't know what they were talkin7 about."
It resulted that the manufacturers produced the material re-
quired, and it was not long before they were asking for harder
conditions still, and met them with the same skill and prompt-
ness.

Under the administration of Mr. Whitney the matter of uni-
forming the men of the service was suggested, the idea prominent
in the suggestion being to cheapen the outfit to the men as well
as to standardize the colorings of cloths used in the Navy uni-
form, and to simplify the system of the grade marks that the
ranks of the non-commissioned petty officers might be more easily
distinguished; in other words, to adopt a smart uniform for the
men as a means to better discipline to grow out of their increased
self-respect in wearing it. A board of officers was ordered by
Mr. Whitney to consider the matter and to report the conclu-
sions reached, which were in effect in accordance with the sug-
gestions made at the outset of the matter. A fully illustrated
book of regulations of the uniform was published, containing
plates, grade marks, colors of all articles, and every essential
needed to standardize the nniform for officers and men.

On the 26th of June, 1885, President Cleveland directed the
chief of equipment and recruiting to perform, in addition to his
own duties, those of the chief of the Bureau of Provisions and
Clothing. This assignment naturally brought under review the
living conditions of the men on board ship and the consideration
of the component elements of the Navy ration, which for many
years had varied little. The improvements and variety in the
systems of preparing and preserving meats, vegetables, flours,
milks, etc., then in vogue, gave larger scope to interpret what
was meant by preserved meats, or flours, or vegetables, in the
law which specified these elements. The purpose in view was to
include many things which the newer preparations made avail-
able, in order that the diet supplied by the Government to its
sailors might be more palatable and nutritious because it was
more varied. It was not alone in this one direction that inter-ht not be delayed from their fishing grounds nor tempted
